SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ESTABLISHING VASCULAR ACCESS 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Systems, kits, and methods for establishing vascular access are described. A 
system typically includes a radially expandable sleeve, a dilator, and a guidewire. The 
5 methods comprise positioning the guidewire through an initial tissue tract, passing the 

radially expandable sleeve over the guidewire through the tissue tract to a target blood vessel, 
and thereafter passing the dilator over the guidewire and through the radially expandable 
sleeve to effect radial expansion of the sleeve. Use of the sleeve reduces the risk of injuring 
tissue surrounding the tissue tract by lessening the axial forces imparted to the tissue. Kits 
10 comprise at least the radially expandable sleeve together with instructions for use. 
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